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(IN THE DARKNESS, THE SOUND OF A PROJECTOR, THE LIGHT FLICKERING INTO THE AUDIENCE. THE FILM ENDS. LIGHTS SNAP UP TO: HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM AT THE HYATT REGENCY, SANTA BARBARA CALIFORNIA. ARTHUR AND DAVIS)

DAVIS
Thank you for coming down here today Mr. Rudolph. My name is Robert Davis. I’m from the Department of Justice.
  
ARTHUR
I got a message. To meet here at the Hyatt?

DAVIS
Would you like a sandwich?  I ordered some food.
 
ARTHUR
No thank you.

DAVIS
How was your drive?

ARTHUR
My drive?

DAVIS
Any problems with the traffic on the 405?

ARTHUR
Excuse me, I’d like to know why I’m here.

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph, certain new information has come to our attention and we thought it prudent to discuss the situation with you as soon as possible.

ARTHUR
I don’t understand.

DAVIS
Concerning a new investigation. 

ARTHUR
Is this about my work? Because I’ve been retired for a number of years. I am no longer actively involved with the NASA or any program that requires a security status.

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph why don’t you sit down.  The Justice Department now has reason to believe that you entered this country not as a genuine refugee, but that in fact you were smuggled illegally in 1946. They also believe that the file on your wartime activities was substantially altered. 

ARTHUR
I think I should contact my attorney. 

DAVIS
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]We’d like to assure you that you will be able to maintain your pension. It’s a very substantial pension, as I understand, given in recognition of your services to the government.

ARTHUR
If I what? 

DAVIS
I’m sorry? 

ARTHUR
There’s something you want me to do, isn’t there?

DAVIS
As a matter of fact there is something. 

ARTHUR
Yes?

DAVIS
In order to continue to receive your pension I’m afraid we would require you to sign an agreement renouncing your American citizenship.  

ARTHUR
My citizenship. 

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph this new information has put us in a very awkward situation. Unless you comply, there will have to be criminal charges brought against you. You will have to stand trial unless you acknowledge your criminal activities during the war.

Are you sure you don’t want any coffee? 

ARTHUR
I was thoroughly investigated forty years ago by Major Turner, months of questions at the end of the war, my record, everything was … was verified a long time ago. 

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph, I think it would be in your best interest if you would respond to the information I’ve prepared.

ARTHUR
Are you recording this?

DAVIS
What?

ARTHUR
I’m asking if you are recording this conversation.

DAVIS
I’m not recording anything.

ARTHUR
I’m not answering any more questions.

DAVIS
I’m just trying to establish the truth.

ARTHUR
Whose truth?

DAVIS
I didn’t think the truth was subjective.

ARTHUR
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]You call me down here. To entrap me. I see this all the time on the news. How people are trapped into saying things. 

DAVIS
That’s not what I’m trying to do Mr. Rudolph.

ARTHUR
What do you want?

DAVIS
To try and resolve this situation.

ARTHUR
I’m not going to-

DAVIS
Please sit down sir.

ARTHUR
What? 

DAVIS
I’m advising you to sit down and listen to what the government is offering you. It’s in your best interest to consider this agreement, Mr. Rudolph. 

You need to understand the seriousness of your situation. It is very serious and you’re walking away today would not help you. 

(beat)

ARTHUR
Could you… could you turn down the air conditioner?

DAVIS
The air conditioner isn’t on, Mr. Rudolph.

ARTHUR
I’m cold.

DAVIS
You’re cold?

ARTHUR
Yes. Terribly cold.  

DAVIS
I’m sorry-

ARTHUR
I have been without heat or adequate food. I was promised that I would be transferred.
 
DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph are you all right?

ARTHUR
I have already answered your questions!

DAVIS
Can I get you some water?

ARTHUR
I’ve talked to so many people.  

DAVIS
When was this?

ARTHUR
This has been going on and on, for weeks.

I was assured, I was given guarantees by your government, that I would be able to continue my work. 

TURNER
You understand it is a very complicated process.

(beat)

Dr. Rudolph, I came here to Germany to help you. I’m sorry there’s no heat in this facility, we have to make do.

(beat)

I have to tell you Dr. Rudolph we’ve established that you German scientists were at least a decade ahead of our guys in the States.

We were all very impressed.

ARTHUR
Thank you.

TURNER
My file says you were deputy production manager at the research facility at Nordhausen, is that correct?

ARTHUR
Yes. I began two years ago.  In the spring of 1943.

TURNER
Chewing gum?
ARTHUR
No.

TURNER
And you were involved in the development of the V1 rocket?

ARTHUR
Yes. Production started in November of that year. 

TURNER
And then the V2?

ARTHUR
Around June of 1944. We had learned that the British didn’t have enough wind tunnels or the ability to produce a shape that would allow the jets to power their airframe at the faster speeds necessary.  But we did, and we came up with the solution. A swept wing.

TURNER
I see.

ARTHUR
Without a swept wing on the rocket you couldn’t attain any speed above 770 Kilometers per hour.

TURNER
How many miles is that?

ARTHUR
478.456. With the new design we put into production, rockets were traveling at over (beat) six hundred miles an hour. From there we created the prototypes of the V2.

TURNER
So with those rockets your program got the highest priority. Forcing you to rapidly increase the workforce, right?

ARTHUR
That’s correct Major Turner.

TURNER
How many other people would you say were working there? Besides the scientists?

ARTHUR
By the end of the war, it was perhaps about thirty, forty thousand.

TURNER
Recruited from?

ARTHUR
From the available labor force.

TURNER
And to your knowledge where did that labor force come from, Dr. Rudolph?

ARTHUR
I was only involved with research.

TURNER
Very good. (making a note in his file) I’ll write, No involvement in labor force decisions.

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph, we have reports that the laborers had to dig the tunnels with their hands. Without drills or excavators.

ARTHUR
I don’t know how they worked. 

DAVIS 
You’re saying you were never on site? 

ARTHUR
I’m saying I had no involvement with the laborers.

DAVIS
But you must have been aware there were almost no sanitation or medical facilities available to these workers.

ARTHUR
Again, my responsibilities were only with the development of the rockets.

DAVIS
Have you ever heard of an Eli Rosenbaum?

ARTHUR
Rosenbaum. I don’t know this person, no.

DAVIS
He’s a lawyer with the Justice Department.

ARTHUR
I’ve never heard of him.

DAVIS
My understanding is while he was a law student at Harvard he came across a book.

ARTHUR
What book?

DAVIS
The memoirs of a survivor. From the camp at Nordhausen. This book was out of print, and Mr. Rosenbaum found it in some second hand bookshop in Cambridge.

ARTHUR
How industrious of him.

DAVIS
In this book the author named you as someone who had committed terrible crimes. Mr. Rosenbaum graduated Harvard and was eventually was hired by the OSI.

ARTHUR
Office of Special Investigations.

DAVIS
A branch of the Justice Department set up to investigate possible war criminals living in this country. 

ARTHUR
I know all about that.

DAVIS
It seems Mr. Rosenbaum has demanded you should be prosecuted. He compiled a very extensive file of evidence he uncovered.

ARTHUR
I see.

DAVIS
He threatened to go to the press with this new material.  

ARTHUR
And would this Eli Rosenbaum be Jewish?

DAVIS
I don’t know.

ARTHUR
You have no idea.

DAVIS
No.

ARTHUR
Yes it is clear to me.

DAVIS
What is?

ARTHUR
I am to be made an example.

(Sound of projector, lights dim)

ARTHUR
Where were you?

MARTA
Sorry. The parade.

ARTHUR
It’s half over. We should come back, see it another time. 

MARTA
Just tell me what I missed.

ARTHUR
Really?

MARTA
Yes.

ARTHUR
This businessman Helius, he’s interested in space travel. So he finds Professor Mannfeldt, who has written a paper about the possibility of finding gold on the moon.

MARTA
Gold? On the moon? 

ARTHUR
Everyone always has the same reaction. Except for Helius, who is determined to speak to the Herr Professor. 

MARTA
Who’s that?

ARTHUR
Who?

MARTA
The woman.

ARTHUR
That’s Helius’s secretary, Friede.

MARTA
Who he’s in love with? 

ARTHUR
I thought you hadn’t seen this movie?

MARTA
There’s always a romance, Arthur. Even when they are planning to go to the moon for gold.

ARTHUR
So, then these other businessmen attack Helius, and then they steal the papers.

MARTA
What papers?

ARTHUR
The papers Helius got from Mannfeldt.

MARTA
About the rocket?

ARTHUR
Yes!

MOVIE PATRONS
Ssssssh.

MARTA
But what happens to the secretary?

ARTHUR
Friede?

MARTA
Yes, Friede. What happens to her?

ARTHUR
Well these businessmen, who are Americans, they kidnap Friede, and they tell Helius if he doesn’t take them, the businessmen, with him to the moon, they’ll do something terrible to Friede.

MOVIE PATRON (TURNER)
Please stop talking!

MARTA
Oh, there they are now, getting into the rocket.

ARTHUR
And there’s this stowaway on the rocket, this boy Gustave, who takes with him his collection of comic books about space travel—

MOVIE PATRON (TURNER)
STOP TALKING!

ARTHUR/MARTA
Sorry. 

MOVIE PATRON (DAVIS)
You’re ruining the film!

ARTHUR
Look, they’re about to take off. See, they’re counting down from ten now.

MOVIE PATRON (TURNER)
Shut up!

ARTHUR
I’m trying to explain the plot to her!

MARTA
Arthur, don’t make a scene. 

ARTHUR
What is your problem?

MOVIE PATRON (TURNER)
Go to hell.

MOVIE PATRON (DAVIS)
You’re an idiot.

ARTHUR
You’re the idiot!

MOVIE PATRON (TURNER)
You’re both idiots!

MARTA
Oh my God.

ARTHUR
Marta wait! Don’t leave-

MOVIE PATRON (TURNER)
Do us all a favor--Go after her!

MARTA
Look, I’m sorry we missed the beginning.

ARTHUR
Those men were so rude.

MARTA
Well, we were talking the whole time.

ARTHUR
It’s a silent movie! They can read the titles!

MARTA
That’s not the point. 

ARTHUR
To them it’s just a movie.

MARTA
They’re looking for gold on the moon, Arthur.

ARTHUR
That’s not the point, Marta. It’s not just a fantasy. Don’t you understand? Oberth was a consultant on the film. Herman Oberth.

MARTA
Who’s that?

ARTHUR
He just happens to be the most important man in German rocketry. He wrote THE ROCKET INTO INTERPLANETARY SPACE.

MARTA
Yes of course, that Oberth.

ARTHUR
He showed how it’s possible. To fly into space. He stated the calculations that will allow us to defy gravity. To orbit the Earth.
MARTA
“For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction?”

ARTHUR
What? Yes. Like when you fire a bullet. The recoil of the gun. See, the thrust has to be larger than the weight of the… And like a bullet it curves, but first you need a very high speed for it to be carried by its momentum.

MARTA
My momentum is carrying me to a café to have a coffee and a pastry. Which you will be treating me to since we had to leave the movie.

                             ARTHUR
You don’t understand how important it is.

TURNER
What is?

ARTHUR
The reason Germany fought in the first place. Germany’s primary motivation was to stop the spread of Communism. In this, America and Germany have always been in agreement.

TURNER
And that is why you’re being asked to continue your research in America. To make sure the Soviets do not advance in their weapons development. We both know you were a member of the Nazi party.

ARTHUR
I don’t deny it. It would be pointless. This is a documented fact.

TURNER
But you were not an … ardent Nazi. That’s what we’ll say.

ARTHUR
I think you’ll find that all of the scientists I worked with, while nominally having Party membership, did not really believe in any of the more extreme positions espoused. 

TURNER
You were a Party member because in order to work you were required to join.

ARTHUR
Exactly.

TURNER
I’ll note that in your file. And you first worked for Doctor Von Braun in 1937?

VON BRAUN
I’ve talked to Riedel. He confirmed you substantially improved Valier’s engine at the Heylandt facility. Excellent work. I need you building rockets for me now. Well, technically for the Führer, but you’ll report to me.

ARTHUR
Might I ask, how long before you’re operational, Herr Von Braun?

VON BRAUN
We already are. Almost a month now. We’ve had some minor setbacks.

ARTHUR
On thrust?

VON BRAUN
Yes. Then there’s the fuel shortage.

ARTHUR
You mean ethyl alcohol?

VON BRAUN
Unfortunately we’re a nation of Schnapps drinkers. 

(They laugh.)

VON BRAUN
You’ll be transferred immediately. 
People tell me you’re some sort of genius.  

ARTHUR
I don’t know what to say.

VON BRAUN
This is the part where you thank me, Arthur.

ARTHUR
Thank you, sir. 

DAVIS
Our investigation shows that even though it was the SS’s job to control the workforce, they acted only on the scientists’ instructions.

ARTHUR
That is not correct.

DAVIS
The SS gave you daily reports about production, about who was sick, who might be trying to sabotage the facilities.

ARTHUR
I don’t remember reading any reports. I was concentrating solely on development.

DAVIS
Isn’t it true that you were directly responsible for the conditions of the camp?

ARTHUR
No.

MARTA
So how does it end? 

ARTHUR
What?

MARTA
The film. Do they ever get to the moon?

ARTHUR
Yes, they get there. But then there’s not enough oxygen for everyone to return to Earth, so somebody has to stay behind, and at first you think it’s going to be Windegger.

MARTA
Who’s Windegger? 

ARTHUR
The man who’s engaged to Friede!

MARTA
But I thought that was Helium …

ARTHUR
Helius.

MARTA
I thought Helius was in love with Friede.

ARTHUR
Helius is, which is why Helius decides to sacrifice himself, so he drugs Windegger, and puts Windegger on the rocket, so that Windegger and Friede can return to Earth and get married, and the rocket takes off, but at the last moment we see that Friede has stayed behind, even though it means certain death for both of them. 

MARTA
Both of whom?

ARTHUR
Friede and Helius! And then they, you know, kiss and that’s the end.

MARTA
And you’ve seen this three times?

ARTHUR
Look, there’s another showing in an hour, maybe we could go back and …

MARTA
But you’ve just told me the whole story.

ARTHUR
But you need to see how they do the launch of the rocket. It’s really exciting.

MARTA
I’ll tell you what’s exciting. This pastry. You must try it.

(He does.)

Isn’t it amazing?

VON BRAUN
Is it true you got interested in all this because of that film FRAU IM MOND?

ARTHUR
I heard you had the same reaction.

VON BRAUN
Parts of it were ridiculous of course. The idea that a rocket must first be submerged in water before it can be launched.

ARTHUR
But it made me realize that one should eventually want to fire the rockets over water…

ARTHUR/VON BRAUN
…to limit damage. 

VON BRAUN
It was quite inspiring. To think someday we might go to the moon.

ARTHUR
Or beyond.

VON BRAUN
Other planets.

ARTHUR
Not in our lifetime perhaps.

VON BRAUN
Why not? 

But right now-

ARTHUR
Your thrust problems?

VON BRAUN
I went to a test site in Poland, you’ll enjoy this, and I stood where I estimated the rocket would hit, in order to see for myself how far off it would go. Then I see it was exactly on target and heading straight for me. I ran as fast as I could, got thrown fifty feet into the air. Could have been killed then and there. We’ve solved our guidance, now we need to solve our thrust problems.

DAVIS
Why do you think Von Braun chose you?

VON BRAUN
“Whatever in me has feelings, suffers and is in
prison. But my will always comes to me as a 
liberator and joybringer. Willing liberates.

ARTHUR
That is the true teaching, will and liberty.  
Zarathustra teaches it”

DAVIS
Of all the scientists?

VON BRAUN
Nietzche was right. The most important thing in the world is the will to power. 

ARTHUR
It sounds terrible, but it is the means how one can create the best in the world.

DAVIS
Von Braun, what do you think was the reason he chose you?

ARTHUR
How is this part of your investigation?

DAVIS
I’m curious.

ARTHUR
Well, I believed. 

DAVIS
Believed?

ARTHUR
I had the passion, the passion Von Braun and the rest of us shared. 

DAVIS
You mean for the Reich?

ARTHUR
It had nothing to do with politics.
 
I was a farm boy, you understand? My parents were not scientists. I had a very simple education. As a teenager, I set off firecrackers. I scared everyone in town, had the police running after me down alleys. But I was never happier. Exploding those tiny rockets. Watching them fly. It was a thrill, an excitement every time I set one off. I had to know how they worked. 

Do you know Goethe’s FAUST?

ARTHUR
“This godlike rapture, this supreme existence
Can I, but merely mortal, deserve to track.
Yes, resolute to reach some brighter distance
On earth’s fair sun, I turn my back 
So let me dare those gates, to fling asunder
That which no man would dare to go.”

Goethe understood, you see. He believed in science.
I wonder. What do you believe.

DAVIS
Before I worked for the government I was a Divinity student.

ARTHUR
You studied for the priesthood.

DAVIS
For a year or so.

ARTHUR
What happened?  

DAVIS
I suppose I lost my faith. Though I’m not sure I ever  really had it.  Faith I mean. Studied History after that. The law school. Ended up in the Justice Department.

ARTHUR
And all this. It’s just history for you, isn’t it?

DAVIS
What do you mean?

ARTHUR
The war. For you it’s all books. But books cannot explain what really happened.

DAVIS
No sir they can’t.

ARTHUR
So I am supposed to feel some sort of guilt? Even though I was not involved in these crimes? I cannot be responsible for every terrible act done during the war. 

DAVIS
No one is accusing you of every act—

ARTHUR
You know, in 1320, in Nuremberg, the government passed a law that said any person who was considered a danger to the public could be drowned in a sack with their children. And if the father was absent, the eldest son was prosecuted. And so on and so on.
 
DAVIS
Guilt by association?

ARTHUR
But over time, we have supposedly become more civilized. As far as I know, the legal systems of America and England acknowledge the dangers of this kind of guilt. We understand this and have made it part of international law. But you sit there-

DAVIS
You said before you only joined the Party in order to work, to continue your research.

ARTHUR
That’s right.

DAVIS
So you never really believed in the ethnic platforms of Nazis?

ARTHUR
No. 

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph, I have information that you were quoted as saying you first read MEIN KAMPF in 1930. Three years before Hitler attained power.

ARTHUR
I don’t remember the exact date I read his book.

DAVIS
My file has you saying you believed in a lot of what Hitler said.

ARTHUR
I don’t think I ever said anything like that.
 
DAVIS
You gave an interview in 1944, and you stated that the early years of Hitler were quote, really marvelous. They were the best years in Germany. Everyone was very happy, unquote.

ARTHUR
If I said that, it was the time, the thirties, the early thirties, you have no idea what things were like in Germany.

DAVIS
You joined the SA in 1933. That wasn’t merely to do research. My file says you marched with the SA in the streets of Berlin. You attended several rallies. Anti-Semitic rallies.

ARTHUR
That was in support of their anti-Communist position.

                        DAVIS
Is that what it was.

                        ARTHUR
Yes. 

DAVIS
The laborers who made up your work force.

ARTHUR
What?

DAVIS
They weren’t just laborers, they were prisoners who were shipped to your facility were from Buchenwald, weren’t they?

ARTHUR
What are you-

DAVIS
Twenty thousand prisoners died during your time there. That’s the kind of information I have. In my files. 

VON BRAUN
Don’t look so sad Arthur. I’m sure they’ll give you the Knight’s Cross next year.

Tonight it’s Dornberger and me. But you needn’t feel left out.  The telegrams congratulate the whole team. In the meantime, enjoy yourself, have a glass of champagne. You deserve it.

ARTHUR
Thank You.  

VON BRAUN
Pretty soon they’ll start the show.  I think it will be pretty spectacular. I’m assured when they turn off the lights, then open the curtains and launch the rockets it’ll be better than a hundred New Year’s Eve celebrations. And who is this?

ARTHUR
This is my wife Marta.

VON BRAUN
Marta.  What a pleasure to meet you. I’m Doctor Von Braun. But you can call me Werner. 

MARTA
Yes I recognize you from the newsreels.

VON BRAUN
So what is it like?

MARTA
What?

VON BRAUN
Being married to a genius.

MARTA
Who is the genius?

VON BRAUN
Your husband of course.

MARTA
Ah. Arthur.  Yes. He is a genius, but no one knows it yet.

ARTHUR
Marta.

MARTA
Arthur does not appear in the newsreels.

ARTHUR
Marta please –

MARTA
This is the first time I’ve been invited to one of these. Everyone is so elegant. I don’t know what to say to people.

VON BRAUN
You shouldn’t worry Marta.  They are usually very boring and only want to talk about themselves.

MARTA
Yes.

VON BRAUN
All you have to do is listen, and by the end of the night, they’ll all think you’re a woman of taste and insight. But I think tonight will be something you’ll remember. Why don’t you help yourself to a glass of champagne.

MARTA
Thank you. Werner.

(SHE exits)

VON BRAUN
That wife of yours. What a…charmer.
 
They tell me last night a V2 smashed into the cinema in Antwerp. Five hundred people killed while watching a Gary Cooper movie. The highest total from a single rocket attack. And we made that happen.
 
Arthur, are you all right?

ARTHUR
I’m feeling a little tired. Maybe I should go home-

VON BRAUN
Arthur you can’t miss the show.

I’m sorry I don’t usually get emotional, but damn it, one feels such a sense of pride on a night like this.

In a few short years. We have come so far. And every week, better designed, more accurate rockets. Bigger payloads. Well. Knight’s Cross, First and Second Class. 

Look at that crowd on the lawn. A very special night for all of us. 

(LIGHTS FADE)

There. They’re going to start. I never get tired of this. There it goes.

(SILENCE AS THEY watch the ascent, faces bathed in light)

To watch it come to life. 

My God, it’s beautiful.

TURNER
Thank God, President Truman signed on to the committee recommendations for Operation Paperclip. Finally we can get you over to the U.S.

ARTHUR
And my wife?

TURNER
We are in the process of issuing the proper documents for your wife Friede.

ARTHUR
Marta.

TURNER
Yes of course Marta. And your daughter Marianne. They’ll join you later.

ARTHUR
How much later?

TURNER
We’re going to need to bring you first into Juarez or Tijuana.

ARTHUR
Mexico?

TURNER
It’s just a formality. As soon you land there, your visa will be stamped. 

ARTHUR
So I go, where?

TURNER
You’ll walk across the border into Texas, where I’ll meet you and you’ll no longer be under the jurisdiction of the Occupation Forces and any arrest warrants issued are invalid.
We’re eager for you to return to your work, Doctor. 

You know, my family was originally from Germany.

ARTHUR
Was it?

TURNER
From Stuttgart.

ARTHUR
Ah.

TURNER
My father came to the States at the turn of the century. Ended up in Montana.

ARTHUR
Yes.

TURNER
Damn cold winters. But you get used to it.  People can get used to anything.  Now some are saying this is the coldest winter on record in Germany.  I got to tell you, you don’t know what cold is. We used to say, it got so cold in Montana, the lawyers would have their hands in their own pockets.
 
Well. These new witness statements we’ve found have really helped move things along for you.

ARTHUR
As I’ve stated, I was never a true believer in the Reich.

TURNER
And your file reflects that. So you can sign our Nazi clause. You are clean as far as the US Government is concerned. 

ARTHUR
Thank you.

TURNER
We’ve been evaluating all the captured scientists in our sector, and you are one of the very first to be processed.

ARTHUR
What about Von Braun?

TURNER
He’s already over there.

ARTHUR
Yes, of course he is. All Nazis are equal. But some are more equal than others.

TURNER
We’re lucky we got to him. It’s going to get pretty rough for those of you that are left behind. In the Soviet sector. Those Red bastards will do anything to get their hands on the scientists.
 
But I have great faith in you people.

ARTHUR
You people? 

TURNER
The Germans.

Let me tell you something. I was in Bavaria back in April of last year, I’m coming up this road with my outfit, and I see this blond guy pedaling a bike and waving a white rag. This man tells me he needs to see Ike, General Dwight D. Eisenhower himself.
  
Tells me he is somebody important. Turns out he represents a bunch of you rocket scientists. They were holed up in a hotel in the next town. Would I get my men and my tanks and rescue them, he asks. I wasn’t sure I heard him right. 

Rescue? Maybe his English wasn’t all that good.  Maybe he meant to say surrender.  No, he tells me we need to rescue them from the Russians. “My lucky day.” I say to myself. So I check it out.

I go to that hotel and sure enough there are a bunch of rocket men including Doctor von Braun himself. Everybody in my unit, they wanted to kill all the Germans.  But I knew all they wanted now was American protection. They would rather die than work with the Reds. That impressed me a great deal.

I think we can agree about what you achieved, the German scientists. 

A degree of military power entirely out of proportion with your population and the available raw materials.
 
ARTHUR
An achievement that happened because we would not allow anything to get in the way of our research.

TURNER
And that is why we need you, and the scientists you worked with, in America.

Since we met last month I understand the Russians got hold of some of the plans of the V2 and they’re at work trying to replicate it. So time is short.

MARTA
Time is short Arthur. My train back to the Russian Zone leaves in half an hour. Before you go to America, send us cigarettes. Lucky Strikes. The kind all the soldiers smoke. We can use them on the black market.  

ARTHUR
Lucky Strikes, all right. 

MARTA
And razor blades. You must get some of those. And soap. Worth more than gold right now.

ARTHUR
I’ll try.

MARTA
I’ve heard that many of the other scientists will be tried. 

ARTHUR
Those are just rumors, Marta.

MARTA
They won’t charge you, right?

ARTHUR
That’s not going to happen.

MARTA
You were in the Party.

ARTHUR
It was only a formality. They understand that.

MARTA
Will you be able to write me?

ARTHUR
I don’t know. 

MARTA
How will I know how you are?

ARTHUR
I’ll get word to you.

MARTA
You must try and get me paper before you go. So I can write to you. Even if you can’t write back.

ARTHUR
All right. They’ve given their word I’ll be leaving next week. And then you and Marianne will join me.

MARTA
When?

ARTHUR
Soon.

MARTA
Why can’t we go with you?

ARTHUR
It’s complicated.

MARTA
Arthur. You don’t know how things are. You’ve been in this camp with the Americans taking care of you. Right now we’re sharing the house with five other families. The man who sleeps next door to us? They say he sells his wife. To the soldiers. So they can eat. They have lice, I think.
 
ARTHUR
The Americans will look after us. 

MARTA
And you trust them?

ARTHUR
The Americans will keep their word.

MARTA
Because you’re important.

ARTHUR
Yes.

MARTA
The strangest thing happened today Arthur. I heard a bird this morning. I hadn’t heard the sound of birds for weeks. Outside my window. Everywhere you look, it’s just rubble and dust. And people, their faces the color of concrete. No color, no sound.  And suddenly a bird singing. Like before.

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph. We have a number of witness statements and we’ve come to the conclusion there is veracity in their accounts of your knowledge of the conditions at the facility.

ARTHUR
I would like to see these files.

DAVIS
They’re all right here, Mr. Rudolph.

ARTHUR
My work here, in America, what I’ve done, it’s never been appreciated. You people—

DAVIS
What does that mean? You people?

ARTHUR
From the, the Justice Department.  I am a man of science, you understand?  

DAVIS
Yes.

ARTHUR
I have made sacrifices my whole life.  For knowledge. And I have been recognized for my service.  By President Nixon.

DAVIS
One witness statement says, “We saw hundreds of emaciated men at Nordhausen, unable to stand, dressed in rags. Strewn about like debris were many corpses, the bodies of those who had died working in the past days, awaiting cremation. There was an overwhelming smell, and the sounds of moans and crying, people wandering about as if in delirium.”

ARTHUR
The conditions were, yes, towards the end of the war you understand, it was very chaotic.
 
DAVIS
I can only tell you that a number of witnesses say that they observed these things.

ARTHUR
I was creating rockets, for the defense of our country.

DAVIS
Is that what they were?

ARTHUR
We were defending ourselves against your bombing.

DAVIS
What about your rockets targeted against civilian populations? Thousands killed in England, France, Belgium, and the Netherlands.

ARTHUR
And your firebombs targeted against civilians in Dresden, in Hamburg, in --

DAVIS
At Farben. They were working on chemical weapons. Nerve gas. Weapons that were illegal by international standards. And that nerve gas was being considered for loading onto the V2 rockets.

ARTHUR
No. That is not true.

DAVIS
Mr. Rudolph, there were tests done on prisoners. All done at Nordhausen. Tests involving Tabun gas, and its derivative, Sarin. Again we have a number of statements that contradict you.

ARTHUR
Who are these people making these statements?

DAVIS
Former members of your staff.

ARTHUR
They are lying, to, to protect themselves.

DAVIS
Well, they were prosecuted and punished. Many years ago. While you were not.

ARTHUR
Until now. 

MARTA
I needed something to drink. A soldier gave it to me.

ARTHUR
A Coca Cola.

MARTA
And Marianne is getting an ice cream. Feel how cold it is. He took it from an ice box. Full of sodas.  All cold. 

ARTHUR
And how can do they that you ask?  There’s no water anywhere.

MARTA
I’m sure you will explain it.

ARTHUR
It has to do with compressors. And hydroflurocarbon gas.

MARTA
Another amazing machine. Built by the Germans.

Well thank God they have air conditioning here.

ARTHUR
They’ve promised me we will have all the most up to date appliances. A washer and drying machine.

MARTA
I don’t think I’ve ever sweated so much. 

ARTHUR
We’ll have our own house soon.
  
MARTA
With a bathroom. I’m too old to be sharing facilities with twenty other women.

ARTHUR
I know.

MARTA
Everything we owned.

ARTHUR
Marta.

MARTA
Everything. Gone.

ARTHUR
They’re only things.

MARTA
Not even photographs. As if we never existed before we came here.

ARTHUR
You know some of the scientists’ wives. You can play cards. Have tea. Marianne can play with the other children. Make a new life.

MARTA
Why did they build a camp in this place?

ARTHUR
We need to be isolated. I wish it didn’t have to be like this, but it’s only temporary.

MARTA
It’s like the end of the Earth here in Texas. Nothing but sand. 

ARTHUR
You like the beach.

MARTA
Because it is next to the water. Here the sand is only next to more sand! I’ll go crazy here, Arthur.

ARTHUR
Don’t say that.

MARTA
What do I do? While you are working?

ARTHUR
Don’t you understand, you’re one of the lucky ones? We’re saved, Marta.

MARTA
It’s like when we moved to Nordhausen. But there it was always raining. Raining every day for a month. No heat. And the others. Nobody would talk to me. I was just a scientist’s wife. As far as they were concerned I was invisible. We weren’t rich or connected like the others, like Von Braun, so they ignored me.

ARTHUR
That’s not true.

MARTA
You don’t remember. They ignored us. We never got invited to anything. Only that one party … and you were working at the facility and we never had enough, Marianne and I all alone, and it will be the same here. It’ll be terrible here and you will never be home, just like before. Because the science always comes first-

ARTHUR
Do you want to be back there? To starve? 

MARTA
Do you even know how I found out I was leaving Germany? A soldier came to my door. A Negro soldier.  He had been driving through Stepfershausen in a truck, knocking on doors. He had a list of names, and I was one of them. He tells me I have 30 minutes to pack. Everything in one suitcase. A lifetime in one bag. I say I need more time. He tells me thirty minutes or they let the Russians have me. And when I got to the train station, it was a scene from hell Arthur. Everyone pushing, afraid of Russians. People would do anything not to be left behind. You don’t know what happened back there.

ARTHUR
What does that mean?

MARTA
You will never know.

ARTHUR
What are you talking about?  Marta?

(Pause)

MARTA
Do you think we’ll see any cowboys?

ARTHUR
Probably not.

MARTA
It certainly doesn’t look like the West in the movies.

ARTHUR
No it doesn’t.

MARTA
Just lots of sand everywhere.

ARTHUR
Yes, that’s what you said. Maybe we’ll get to ride horses sometime.

MARTA
You will be too busy.

ARTHUR
No Marta, I promise. I’ll find time for us.

MARTA
Because your new friends want you to be happy, yes.

ARTHUR
That’s right.

MARTA
Our great new friends. 
 
ARTHUR
You understand that the Russians have taken the majority of German scientists?
The figure I have is -- seventy percent are already in Moscow, while only six percent are here in America.
TURNER
I’m not sure those figures are accurate.
ARTHUR
I assure you they are not an exaggeration, Major. You must believe me, someone like Schreiber is a priority.
TURNER
It’s complicated, Doctor Rudolph. It was determined Schreiber was an extreme supporter of Hitler’s policies.
ARTHUR
If you do not bring him here, it’s only a matter of time before the Russians smuggle him out of Germany. Whatever his past political background, his usefulness to this program is more important.
TURNER
He’s already been sentenced.
ARTHUR
Then you must cancel that conviction.
TURNER
I’m afraid it’s not that easy.
ARTHUR
If you do not get Schreiber here, the Russians will gain superiority.
TURNER
Doctor Rudolph, the Justice Department would have to say that he wasn’t a war criminal after they determined he was.
ARTHUR
I’m sure you can help him. As you helped me. 

(Music: When You Wish Upon A Star)

ANNOUNCER
American Motors, proud makers of the Nash Statesmen and the Hudson Hornet and the American Dairy Association present: Walt Disney’s MAN IN SPACE.  With your host Doctor Werner Von Braun.

TITLE: MAN IN SPACE

VON BRAUN
In our modern world, everywhere we look we see the influence science has on our daily lives.

Discoveries that a few short years ago we considered miracles are now commonplace.

VON BRAUN
One of our oldest dreams has been the desire to leave the bonds of earth. To travel to other worlds. Until recently this seemed to be a fantasy.

But new discoveries have brought us to the threshold of a new frontier. 

Engineers and scientists have many different opinions on how we will conquer space.

However there is one thing we agree on.  Whether we use chemical fuels or atomic energy it will be a rocket powered ship that will take man into Space.

The first thing to know is that the rocket is not such a recent invention after all. In fact its history began all the way back in the 13th century.

(Hokey Chinese music)

It was in China, at the battle of Kai Fung Fu that rockets were first used.

(Sound of explosions)

We have come a long way since those days of early missiles.

PROJECTION: A massive jet engine

Here is a picture of an actual propulsion unit from a V2 Rocket.  The propulsion is the heart and muscle.

The high altitude motor of a rocket has to work in a atmosphere without oxygen. 

PROJECTION: A Space Station 

To facilitate the refueling of our rocket in space we will establish an advanced base, or space station. Circling one thousand miles above the Earth, it will contain living and working quarters for a crew of fifty men and women.  Just below the radar antenna is the power source, an atomic generator.

All this to allow Americans to one day land on the moon.

VOICE
And that’s a wrap. Thank you Doctor Von Braun.

VON BRAUN
Just like old times, eh Arthur? It’s been, what, eight years?

ARTHUR
You’re looking well Werner.

VON BRAUN
Never have gotten my tennis game back since the War. Broke my arm going South and those damn army doctors set it wrong. Been fighting the good fight here in America ever since. Between us, it’s only a matter of time before we can move from weapons research and really focus on a Moon landing project.

ARTHUR
So you still think there might be gold on the moon?

VON BRAUN
Gold? Yes, like that silly movie.

“The moon’s ridges of gold, should they exist, ought to be placed in the hands of businessmen.”

ARTHUR
“And not those visionaries and idealists.”

VON BRAUN
You know I wrote one of those science fiction books. PROJECT MARS. Eighteen publishers turned it down at first. But then when it finally got published, it sold quite well. There’s even talk of a movie. All about space travel. It’s set in the future, 1980. Well, I had some help. This English professor from Columbia. A very nice man, a bit intellectual for my taste. The point is, together we can inspire an entirely new generation. 

ARTHUR
Werner, you didn’t summon me here from Fort Bliss after eight years to reminisce about the movies. 

VON BRAUN
Well if we’re going to be blunt Arthur, I hear you’ve been treading water the last few years down there in Texas.  The truth is, only I have ever known your true potential.

ARTHUR 
And I’m aware you’ve been working on the Jupiter rocket.

VON BRAUN
We’re trying to substantially increase the power. For bigger payloads. Till now we’ve been using eight Redstone tanks welded together around eight Jupiter engines.
 
ARTHUR
But you still need a new type of fuel. Liquid hydrogen and liquid oxygen are too unstable. What exactly are you offering Werner?

VON BRAUN
I want you as production manager in Huntsville for a Saturn program.

ARTHUR
Saturn?

VON BRAUN
That’s what we’re calling our new rocket. Can’t call it the V4 or V5 Rocket. “The Vengeance”

ARTHUR
Might be considered in bad taste?
 
VON BRAUN
These new engines. They create incredible instability. Any kind of disturbance will make pressure waves and blow the whole damn thing up. I believe you’re the man to help us.

ARTHUR
You know what they say. A pessimist sees the glass half empty, the optimist sees the glass half full, and the engineer sees the glass as twice the size it needs to be.

VON BRAUN
Arthur I believe you just told a joke. 

ARTHUR
If I took this position—

VON BRAUN
If? 

ARTHUR
Maybe I could …

VON BRAUN
What?

ARTHUR
Maybe sometime I could speak to the press, do an interview or two?

VON BRAUN
You’re not really interested in any of that are you Arthur?

ARTHUR
I could help explain what we’re trying to do.

VON BRAUN
But you’re so much better in the laboratory. That’s where your real talent is. Face it, you’ve never really been comfortable with people. That’s my talent. Just solve our thrust problem and you’ll put a man on the Moon.

ARTHUR
Do you know why I’m so sure it will happen? A man on the moon in our lifetime? Because I have never stopped dreaming about it.

MARTA
So dreaming makes it so?

ARTHUR
I want you to promise me. The day when we land a man on the moon.  I want you to watch that with me.

MARTA
Why wouldn’t I?

ARTHUR
I want you to be proud of your husband.

MARTA
Of course I am.

ARTHUR
Because I am going to make this happen.

MARTA
I know you will.

Right now I’m working with the best people in the world here in Huntsville. People making engines. People working on fuel. Others on the problem of weightlessness.

MARTA
People in zero gravity.

ARTHUR
Yes. So, we can survive it. We’ve done the tests. But it might possibly disorient the pilot. You know what they’re using? 

MARTA
What?

ARTHUR
Turtles. Snake neck turtles.

MARTA
I’ve never heard of them.

ARTHUR
They’re from South America. They coil their necks, like a snake, and then very quickly unwind the neck as they attack their prey. There’s a scientist, I know, Von Beckh. He‘s seeing if weightlessness makes these turtles have trouble uncoiling their necks. They were looking for someone to do these tests. And I suggested Von Beckh.

MARTA
Did you work with him, during the war?

ARTHUR
I did. He did research at Nordhausen.

MARTA
On animals?

ARTHUR
Sometimes. When we were developing the rockets.

MARTA
Did he ever use people Arthur?

ARTHUR
Why do you ask that?

MARTA
Did he?

ARTHUR
It wasn’t those kinds of tests Marta … this was for weight distribution in the payloads, why did you ask me that?

MARTA
I just wonder.

ARTHUR
What do you wonder?

MARTA
If people were ever used. In experiments.

ARTHUR
I don’t know anything about that.

MARTA
I’ve read about some of the things they did in the war. 

ARTHUR
What kinds of things?

MARTA
All sorts.

ARTHUR
We’re talking about research, Marta.

MARTA
With this man Von Beckh.

ARTHUR
If someone did any of those things, I…I don’t know how he could live with himself. 

DAVIS
Prisoners were dropped into tubs of water with blocks of ice to determine how long Luftwaffe pilots could survive in the North Atlantic. The prisoners body temperatures were recorded as they died. They even took movies before, during, and after, all in the name of medicine. And this happened when you were in charge of production.

VON BRAUN
Think of it Arthur. Floating Space Stations. First we land on the Moon, then Mars, then onto the furthest galaxies. The point is to never stop dreaming. 

MARTA
I just saw them talking to Von Braun on the television.
 
ARTHUR
That stupid Walt Disney program where he tells America all about the Wonders of Space. I’m so sick of-

MARTA
No. They’ve just launched a satellite. The Russians.

ARTHUR
What? It’s not possible.

MARTA
They’ve beaten you.

ARTHUR
They can’t have …

MARTA
Did you know this was about to happen?

ARTHUR
I don’t believe it.

MARTA
It’s happened already. You said you were ready to launch a satellite.
 
ARTHUR
We were. Two months ago, but those damn politicians chose another team.
MARTA
I’m sorry.

ARTHUR
If only they didn’t always interfere!

MARTA
What are you talking about?

ARTHUR
Asking us questions. And the lie detectors. 

MARTA
You had to take a lie detector test?

ARTHUR
All of us. To make sure we weren’t Communists. It was humiliating. One of my team. Grottrup -- committed suicide after.

MARTA
My God. Were they going to arrest him?

ARTHUR
Who knows? And after this-

MARTA
What does Werner have to say?

VON BRAUN
My God it’s a disaster! After everything the Soviets have beaten us into space. It didn’t help that our last launch was a complete failure.

ARTHUR
The rocket blowing up on the launch pad.

VON BRAUN
Those headlines. Dudnik. Oopsnik. Flopski. Kaputnik.

ARTHUR
The biggest failure since Custer’s Last Stand. I read them too. Everyone has.

VON BRAUN
Last week I had to give testimony in Washington. This senator from Texas, Lyndon Johnston, he cornered me, kept jabbing his finger in my chest yelling, “What is it going to take to have us catch up with the Russkies.”

ARTHUR
The Russkies?

VON BRAUN
I don’t care what we have to do. We need to get the Saturn rocket operational. You need to fix this, otherwise we’ll be surrounded by planets flying the hammer and sickle.

(A clip of Kennedy’s May 25, 1961 speech)

                          KENNEDY

I believe this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before the decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely. No single space project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more important, for the long range exploration of space, and none will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish.

ARTHUR
So you saw it?

TURNER
President Kennedy? We all did.

ARTHUR
A man on the moon by the end of the decade.
 
TURNER
Very inspiring.

ARTHUR
He understands the importance of what we are doing. No project so difficult or expensive to accomplish.

Then why are we having funding problems now?

TURNER
There’s always problems Doctor Rudolph. 

ARTHUR
But not now.

TURNER
You ever hear of a thing called the United States Congress?

ARTHUR
But he has made this a priority.

TURNER
You really think we can do it?

ARTHUR
Of course we can. It’s what I’ve dreamed of my entire life.

DAVIS
Now is the time, through deeds, to show that mortals
The dignity of gods can feel;

ARTHUR
Even when I was working with-

TURNER
Back then.

ARTHUR
We have lost to the Soviets every time. The first rocket in space. The first dog.  The first human.  But we will not let them beat us to the moon.

DAVIS
To shudder not at yonder dark abyss,
Where phantasy her own self-torturing brood compel,

ARTHUR 
You know even during the war Von Braun said to me, we shall get to the moon.  Of course I don’t dare ask Hitler yet.

TURNER
He said that?

ARTHUR
Now the President has made it clear. And it will be my Saturn rocket that takes us there.

TURNER
Your rocket.

ARTHUR
It is only because I have been ruthless with all of you. I insisted you bring over Schreiber and the others.
Whatever his past political background, his usefulness to this program was more important.
You cancelled his previous conviction. You did what needed to happen.
You found favorable witnesses on his behalf. You helped him here. As you helped me. And now Kennedy shares the dream.

DAVIS
Right onward to the yawning gulf to press, 
Around whose narrow jaws rolls the fires of hell.

You’re not the only one who’s read Faust, Mr. Rudolph.

ARTHUR
By the end of the decade, you’ll see.

MARTA
They said on the television he’s finally about to step out.

ARTHUR
What?

MARTA
The astronaut, onto the surface of the moon. And you made all of this possible.

ARTHUR
Many people were involved, Marta. 

MARTA
But you were one of the most important. You saw the telegrams? One from President Nixon. The President of the United States, thanking you.

ARTHUR
I saw.

MARTA
Not everyone gets a telegram from the President.
 
I’m surprised they didn’t want to interview you today, have you on the television.

ARTHUR
I’m just a technician.

MARTA
A scientist.

ARTHUR
They want to talk to the astronauts Marta. And I’m old.

MARTA
We’re not old.

ARTHUR
They don’t want someone like me talking on the television. 

MARTA
What are you talking about?

ARTHUR
Someone who has the wrong accent. They hear me, and think where are you from exactly?

MARTA
Nobody does this.

You’re being ridiculous.

ARTHUR
I’m fine Marta.

MARTA
You didn’t have any dinner. I can make you a grilled cheese. You like how I make it. With the Muenster cheese. And a slice of tomato. 

ARTHUR
Please stop fussing.

MARTA
It’s no problem now. I use the microwave. I can bake a potato in just a few minutes. I don’t have to even think about it. You always seem to know about the latest gadgets.

ARTHUR
It’s not a gadget, Marta.

MARTA
No, I know it’s not. It was developed from radar technology-

ARTHUR
The British scientist-

MARTA
Percy Spencer, yes-

ARTHUR
He was working with radars, you remember, and one day, his lunch, he had an egg on the table nearby and it, I’ve told you this story haven’t I? The egg exploded. Right there on the worktable. 

MARTA/ARTHUR
Boom! Eggs all over his-

MARTA
So he investigated what happened…I know Arthur. 

ARTHUR
You see, there are all kinds of practical applications for what we were doing back then.

MARTA
During the war.

ARTHUR
Yes.

Did Marianne Call?

(Pause)

MARTA
Such a historic day. We’ve waited so long. And now it’s really happening. It makes me proud.  To be an American. You sure I can’t make you something?
 
ARTHUR
Let me just watch the television. 

MARTA
The picture is much clearer than I thought. Like it was a movie.

ARTHUR
I thought she might. It’s been years since she visited.

MARTA
I’m sure she’s busy.

The whole time it could be a movie, people pretending to be on the moon. In a studio. With actors.

ARTHUR
It’s not a movie, Marta.

MARTA
I remember that movie you took me to. Back in the thirties. About a trip to the moon.

ARTHUR
I remember you were late. You missed half of it.

MARTA
No, you were late Arthur. I remember I was waiting for you.  We were… look, what’s happening now?

ARTHUR
He’s about to open the hatch.

MARTA
It took long enough.

ARTHUR
They’ve had to stabilize the pressure in the module.

MARTA
Just say the cabin, Arthur.

ARTHUR
Down to one pound per square inch.

MARTA
Is that a lot?

ARTHUR
The last bit of manmade atmosphere. Should have stepped out two hours ago.

MARTA
It would be terrible if they came all that way and then couldn’t open the door.

ARTHUR
The mission would be a waste.

MARTA
Just sitting there. On the surface of the moon. Not able to go out.

ARTHUR
Look it’s opening now. 

MARTA
I can see him now.

ARTHUR
Almost there.

MARTA
So close. 

ARTHUR
Wait. Wait. He’s...Coming down the ladder.

MARTA
Oh my god.

ARTHUR
Nearly there.

MARTA
It’s unbelievable.

ARTHUR
Look Marta.

(THEY CHEERS)

MARTA
Everyone’s cheering in the control room.

ARTHUR
Yes. 

MARTA
Oh. Jumping up and down. 

ARTHUR
A great day.

MARTA
A great day for all of us.

ARTHUR
For science. 

MARTA
You always believed it would happen.

ARTHUR
I did.

MARTA
Always.

ARTHUR
Now. He’s about to say the first words. History.

(THEY WATCH IN SILENCE)

MARTA
I don’t understand what he just said. That astronaut. Neil Armstrong. He comes down the ladder, yes? He has stepped onto the moon. The first man on the moon. And he says, “That is one small step for Man, one giant leap for Mankind.”

ARTHUR
I heard Marta. I’m sitting right here.

MARTA
Man and Mankind. It means the same thing. I know my English is not always perfect, but what he said, it doesn’t make sense.

ARTHUR
Someone wrote it for him. It was supposed to be “One small step for a man.” They wrote it for him and he still got it wrong.

MARTA
Why would they do that? 

ARTHUR
He’s an astronaut. Not a playwright.

MARTA
Well it should be better. Historic first words. One small step. One giant leap. Terrible.

ARTHUR
I hear he was only an average student.

MARTA
That explains it.

ARTHUR
I’ve never met him. Armstrong. Astronauts, they always get in the way of our machines. But Von Braun insists they’re the ones have to be on television.

MARTA
All I know is he said something stupid when he stepped out onto the moon. And everybody heard it. 

TURNER
It’s a new era. My children have me listening to the Rolling Stones. Even went to a concert. That was something.

ARTHUR
I prefer Perry Como. 

TURNER
I got you mustard, I hope that’s ok.

ARTHUR
Now that we have gone to the moon, our funding needs to be even more increased. 

TURNER
But we beat them.

ARTHUR
Yes.

TURNER
You have to understand. It’s always been about politics, Doctor Rudolph. Not science. 

ARTHUR
No we need to continue. Money for trips to Mars and and-

TURNER
You know Dr. Rudolph I respect you. I do. But sometimes you can be one frustrating son of a bitch. You need to take it easy. I’m gonna say one word to you. Golf.
                           
ARTHUR
Golf?

                           TURNER
Never thought I’d get out on the green, but I play once a week. Keeps me active. And I Travel more.  In fact I’m taking a trip back to Germany this summer. Haven’t been back in almost thirty years. Bringing the whole family.
                            
ARTHUR
Are you.
                            
TURNER
Summer Olympics.
                            
ARTHUR
In Munich.
                            
TURNER
That’s right. Going to spend the whole summer over there. Show them the country.  Probably won’t recognize any of it. Amazing what’s happened over there.

                            ARTHUR
How can you have the time for all this.
                            
                            TURNER
I’m retired Doctor Rudolph.

                            ARTHUR
Retired?

                            TURNER
Why do you think I’m not in uniform? I thought you knew.

                            ARTHUR
No I-

                            TURNER
This meeting is just a courtesy. Because of our relationship in the past. Let someone else do this. We’re not getting any younger right? You need to relax, Arthur. You don’t want to have a heart attack.

MARTA
Arthur, please.

ARTHUR
The heart, it’s a machine. Machines break down.

MARTA
You’re not a machine.

ARTHUR
I’m the scientist, I know what I’m talking about.

MARTA
You had a bypass. You need to relax. Otherwise you’ll make me a widow.

ARTHUR
I should take a look at the car. It’s making this noise. I know about engines.

MARTA
Yes you do.

ARTHUR
Forty years, I’ve worked on them. What do I do now? Play golf? What a pointless activity. Nothing to do. Even told me I had to quit smoking.

MARTA
Good.

ARTHUR
Those doctors, what do they know?

MARTA
Plenty. I can drive you to the clinic tomorrow, all right?

ARTHUR
Marta, listen. Sometimes, I find you in the kitchen, late at night, alone, with the lights off, and you’re crying.

MARTA
I don’t mean to cry.

ARTHUR
Then why do you?

MARTA
I don’t know—

ARTHUR
Are you worried about money?  About medical bills? Because I have a very good pension-

MARTA
It’s not that.
 
ARTHUR
Then what?

MARTA
Sometimes I think about before, in Germany.

ARTHUR
It’s so long ago.  

MARTA
Marianne used to ask me. What really happened over there?

DAVIS
Do you want you and your family dragged through the media? Mr. Rudolph, if you do not sign this agreement you will be formally charged with war crimes. There will be a very public trial. No pension and you, your wife, and your daughter would be stripped of your citizenship as well, forced to leave the country. Is that what you want?

MARTA
Don’t you ever wish we could just say it and be free?

ARTHUR
Say what?

DAVIS
The truth.

MARTA
We have blood on our hands. 

ARTHUR
And how is that?

DAVIS
What you did.

MARTA
The weapons you made. During the war. 

ARTHUR
Do you think I personally pushed some button? That I fired those rockets and killed all those people? You have a very distorted view of my responsibility.

MARTA
Thousands of people killed. 

ARTHUR
I didn’t do that, Marta.

MARTA
You could have said no.

DAVIS
But you didn’t.

ARTHUR
And then what? Be imprisoned? Both of us. Stay and die in Germany?

MARTA
So you did all of this for us.

TURNER
You’re helping America.

ARTHUR
It’s complicated Marta.

MARTA
No. You killed thousands of people. 

ARTHUR
I DID NOT KILL ANYONE.

MARTa
I don’t know who we are.

ARTHUR
Marta-

MARTA
Everything we did. It was a lie. 

                           DAVIS
No more lies.

ARTHUR
You can’t understand how we worked-

                         TURNER
You’ll be working for us.

MARTA
And at that facility. Thousands of bodies. Trapped in the tunnels. Or starved. Or shot. Or …

ARTHUR
Stop this.

MARTA
Marianne showed me the pictures. 

ARTHUR
It wasn’t like that.

MARTA
In her history books. For once, just tell me-

                           DAVIS
Tell me.

ARTHUR
We were just trying to build rockets.
You can’t ask this from me. I will not allow it! 

MARTA
What will you do? Have the SS arrest me? Have me shot?

TURNER
We’re lucky to have you.

MARTA
I hate what we are.

VON BRAUN
Five hundred killed while watching a Gary Cooper movie.

ARTHUR
I worked for America, for the Space Program. I was awarded a medal from, from the President. 

TURNER
We need you. 

                           VON BRAUN
The highest total from a single rocket attack. And we made that happen.

MARTA
So everything is forgotten?
  
ARTHUR
You have no idea what you are talking about!

MARTA
You’re right, I just lied. My whole life a lie. 
Why didn’t we die like the others?

(ARTHUR slaps her)

(Sound of a projector. Flickering light, melodramatic silent movie music)

MARTA
Doctor Helius!

ARTHUR
Friede, what are you doing here?

MARTA
You can’t stay, Doctor.

ARTHUR
I’m afraid it’s too late. 

MARTA
Munich has fallen. It’s only a matter of time before they enter the city. People say the soldiers torture the scientists they capture. 

ARTHUR
I’ve heard that too.

MARTA
And I heard on the radio. Our Fuhrer is gone. 

ARTHUR
We must accept that we have lost. We must find a way to work with them, the Americans.

MARTA
Not the Americans.

ARTHUR
We have no choice.

MARTA
So you’ll share everything you know?

ARTHUR
I must believe that together we will create a new world. A better world. Where we will someday see our greatest dreams fulfilled.

MARTA
A journey to the moon?

ARTHUR
Yes, Friede.

MARTA
Oh, if only I could live to see that.

ARTHUR
You must never stop believing.

MARTA
But what if we are captured and sent to Russia?

ARTHUR
We must hope it is the Americans. 

MARTA
Do you hear that, Doctor? 

ARTHUR
Yes. The tanks. 

MARTA
I’m afraid, Doctor Helius.

ARTHUR
I’ll make sure no one will harm you.

VON BRAUN
Step away from the girl, Helius.

ARTHUR
Leave her. It’s me you want.

VON BRAUN
The knowledge you hold, yes.

MARTA
Oh, Doctor Helius. 

ARTHUR
I will never allow them to touch you, Friede. Even if I have to give up my own life.

MARTA
But you must live. Your work. It’s too important.

ARTHUR
My life is not so important.

MARTA
How can you say that?
 
VON BRAUN
You’ll be building rockets for us now, Helius. 

ARTHUR
Yes, so you can get your precious gold.

VON BRAUN
And more than that. With our new weapons, everyone will fear us. Our great power. 

ARTHUR
You’ll never get away with this. You and your businessmen may capture my body, but not my mind. I’ve seen the evil and corruption that flourishes with people like you. I know how base men can pervert science to their plots for destruction and conquest.

VON BRAUN
We’ll see about that, Helius.

ARTHUR
I’ll come quietly. Now you’ll let the girl go?

MARTA
I can’t let you be a prisoner the rest of your life.

ARTHUR
No Friede, you must run. Go now.

(Sound of projector stops. Lights to normal)

ARTHUR
Wait.

MARTA
You should talk to that government official. Tell them whatever they want to know.

(Long Pause)
ARTHUR
There’s a good chance I’ll be put in prison in Germany.

MARTA
I know. 

(Pause)

ARTHUR
I always thought of you as Friede.

MARTA
Friede?

ARTHUR
In FRAU IM MOND.

MARTA
I never saw the whole movie, remember?

ARTHUR
That’s right.

MARTA
Only a part of it. 

ARTHUR
And then we left. Because you were late.

MARTA
No, you were.

ARTHUR
It doesn’t matter.

(Pause)

ARTHUR
Then I walked you home.

MARTA
A perfect gentleman.

ARTHUR
I kissed you goodnight outside the apartments.

MARTA
Not that time.

ARTHUR
No?

MARTA
That was another time. When you took me skating.

ARTHUR
Not after we saw the film?

MARTA
No.

ARTHUR
That’s not what happened.

                           DAVIS
Then tell me Mr. Rudolph what really happened?

ARTHUR
You know, I helped put a man, an American- And I am, I am treated like this.

DAVIS
How are you being treated, Mr. Rudolph?

ARTHUR
Who else have you investigated?

DAVIS
You are the only person we are planning to charge. Mr. Rosenbaum convinced the Justice Department to formally charge you for war crimes, otherwise he was going to go to the media. We are also considering charges against your family.

ARTHUR
Yes, I see. Because Von Braun is dead, the others are dead, and I am retired. You don’t need me anymore. So you squeeze me. Like a lemon. And when you have used up everything, everything you want, you toss me away.

DAVIS
I think it went both ways, Mr. Rudolph.
 
(Pause)
ARTHUR
We needed extra labor. To build more rockets. You were getting closer. The Americans and the Russians. We could hear the artillery every day. At that point there was not enough food or water. Everyone was on strict rations. Everyone suffered. Not like, like the prisoners, of course. The SS brought more and more prisoners from the concentration camps. They were starving, almost useless, most of them. 

We pushed them till they collapsed. We didn’t care. If someone didn’t work, they were ordered to be-

DAVIS
Just say it. To be hanged. 

ARTHUR
A crane lifted twelve prisoners at a time, hands behind their back, a block of wood stuffed in their mouth, they were hanged by a wire wrapped around their neck.

                         ARTHUR
The bodies were left there for days. I could see them out of my office window.

DAVIS
You ordered some of them hanged. There are witnesses, Mr. Rudolph.

ARTHUR
That was the price. The price science demanded. It was a terrible-we had to-At the end, there was an attempt to make some sort of crude defensive… Some of the SS officers had gotten hold of some fuel. And others had even smuggled in some liquid oxygen. It was suggested we could mount a kind of final defense. It was insane of course to believe that we could postpone the inevitable. I told the others that we needed to accept that Germany had lost. So we left the prisoners. I went South. To wait to be captured. We would offer our services.
 
DAVIS
You knew you were in a position to bargain.

ARTHUR
Yes. And you were only too ready to get us out. So afraid the Russians might grab us instead.

DAVIS
Are you ready to sign the agreement Mr. Rudolph?


(DAVIS slides a paper out of his file)

TURNER
If you’d just sign these papers, Doctor Rudolph.
Your contract. With the American government. We want everything to be legal, don’t we?

DAVIS
I don’t believe in anything like justice. I believe in the law. And the law says people like you need to leave America. 

TURNER
This page. That’s something we call the Nazi clause.
“No person found by the US Government to have been a member of the Nazi Party …

ARTHUR
In a more than a nominal participation in its activities, or an active supporter of Nazi militarism, shall be brought to the United States.”

TURNER
You’re ready to sign this?

DAVIS
You agree to renounce your citizenship?

ARTHUR
Yes.

(HE SIGNS)

TURNER
So. You’ve been given a clean bill of health. Welcome to America.

DAVIS
Honestly Mr. Rudolph, right now everyone would just 
like you to disappear.

MARTA
I’ll tell you what’s exciting. This pastry. You must try it. Isn’t it amazing? 

All the trams were so slow. Because of the parade.  Everyone on the street waving flags. To see the Fuhrer. I stood on the sidewalk as the motorcade went by but I didn’t see anything. Just a blur. But the man next to me said he caught a glimpse. He was crying Arthur. Tears streaming down his face.  He said, now we can dare to hope again. 

But as far as I could see, it could have been anyone.

ARTHUR
You haven’t listened to anything I’ve said.

MARTA
I’ve heard all about the rockets, Arthur. That’s all we ever talk about.

ARTHUR
That’s not true.

MARTA
Close your eyes.

ARTHUR
What?

MARTA
Just close them. Now, what color is my dress?

ARTHUR
This is stupid.

MARTA
Just tell me what color is my dress. Go ahead.

ARTHUR
I don’t know. Green. No, blue.

MARTA
It’s black. 

ARTHUR
Forgive me, I’ll pay more attention to what you wear in the future.

MARTA
You know other men ask me out.

ARTHUR
What others?

MARTA
Other men.

ARTHUR
And do they compliment you on your clothing?

MARTA
And how good my figure is.

ARTHUR
Yes, you have a very good figure. Very aerodynamic. 

I’m sorry, I don’t mean to take you for granted. I won’t do it again.

MARTA
I know you get distracted. 
I suppose it’s because you spend so much time dreaming. Dreaming about going to the moon.  

(Sound of projector as lights fade)

END OF PLAY
